the war, which devastated many of our finest agricultural
districts, we should today be far better supplied with
everything needful than any country in Europe, and not
in Europe alone.
The wise peace policy of Lenin and Stalin ensured the
Soviet people, after the end of the civil war and interven-
tion, an opportunity to engage in peaceful socialist con-
struction for twenty years.
The attack of fascist Germany interrupted the peaceful
period of our constructive labours.
There began the four-year period of the Great Pa-
triotic War, which was a supreme test for the Soviet
Union, because, as Comrade Stalin so rightly said, it was
"the fiercest and most arduous war ever fought in the
history of our Motherland." We all remember what incred-
ible hardships o-ur people lived through in these years.
Suffice it to say that the Hitler occupation embraced
an area of Soviet territory which before the war had a
population of 88,000,000. This area accounted for 33 per
cent of the country's industrial output. The Hitlerites oc-
cupied a territory the crop area of which constituted 47
per cent of the total crop area of the Soviet Union, and
where nearly half of our total livestock was concentrated.
During the war, 1,300 industrial plants, whose operation
was needed for the satisfaction of the urgent requirements
of the front and rear, were evacuated from the Western
and Southern regions and reassembled in the East.
The second period in the history of the Soviet Union,
which comprises the years of the Great Patriotic War, dem-
onstrated even more convincingly the enhanced might
and progressive force of our multinational Socialist State.
Before the Soviet Union entered the war, Hitler played
the master in Europe as in his own house. Some countries,
fascist Italy, for instance, became his obedient satellites,
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